
      

A NEW DAWN for new arrivals to become fully integrated and productive       

members of their new community. We strive to empower workers and          

their families by providing them with knowledge and resources relating to    

immigration, education, housing, health, employment and job safety. 

Casa Freehold 

 

History 

2003—Shortly after the Freehold Borough government decided to close the “muster zone” where day laborers     

gathered each morning looking for work, Federal Judge Anne E. Thompson handed down a landmark decision      

confirming the rights of immigrants and day laborers to publicly assemble to look for work and to peacefully reside 

in their homes without interference or unwarranted intrusion by town officials or the police.  

2004—Casa Freehold was opened as a workers’ center, which included job placement,                           

assistance in the filing and prosecuting of wage theft claims, worker health and safety training      

and empowering immigrant workers to understand and protect their legal rights to receive            

their pay and, if injured, to claim worker’s compensation and disability benefits. Rita Dentino        

has served as Executive Director since 2009. 

Who Do We Serve? 

Casa Freehold offers services to all immigrants regardless of country of origin or legal status. We focus largely          

on people in Monmouth and Ocean counties. We collaborate with numerous state and national groups. 

Some facts about the people we work with…. 

• In 2015, one in five people living in New Jersey was born outside of the United States. 
• In 2016, almost 17% of American-born people in New Jersey had at least one immigrant parent. 
• The top countries of origin for immigrants in New Jersey were India (12.5%), Dominican Republic (8.4%),             
 Mexico (6%), the Philippines (4.5%) and Korea (4%). 
• More than half of all immigrants become naturalized citizens. 
• More than 1 in 3 adults have earned a college degree. 
• More than 500,000 New Jersey citizens live with at least one family member who is undocumented. 
• Immigrant-led households in the state paid $13.1 billion in federal taxes and $6.5 billion in state and local taxes  

in 2014.      
• Undocumented immigrants in New Jersey paid an estimated $587.4 million in state and local taxes in 2014. Their 

contribution would rise to $661.1 million if they could receive legal status. 
• DACA recipients in New Jersey paid an estimated $66 million in state and local taxes in 2016. 
• It is estimated that 44% of undocumented individuals came into the U.S. legally and overstayed their visas               

(http://cmsny.org) 
 

(https://www.americanimmigrationcouncil.org/research/immigrants-in-new-jersey) 

Celebrating its 16th Anniversary 



 
A Day in the Life of a Casa Freehold Volunteer…. 

 • A new immigrant dealing with bureaucracy 

  enrolling refugee children in school 
  on a student visa 
  with a work permit 
  applying for asylum 
• Dreamers 
• Employers who hire through Casa Freehold 
• Volunteers who serve as advocates at court and doctors’ appointments 

Casa Freehold Participates in Community Building Activities 

• English lessons for non-English speakers 
• Occupational Safety & Health Administration training (OSHA) 
• Spanish lessons for non-Spanish speakers 
• Internships for college students 
• Lead paint program 
• Community service for adult and youth offenders 

“Thanks to the commitment of volunteers Dawn Kopp, Esq., Joanna Connelly and Gayle Hershcopf, Casa Freehold 
will soon be authorized by the U.S. Department of Justice and the Board of Immigration Appeals to provide legal 
services to immigrants to help navigate the immigration system,” states Executive Director Rita Dentino. The     
Recognition and Accreditation (R&A) program trains people who are not attorneys to provide immigrants to          
the U.S. with legal services. Casa Freehold is pleased to announce that both Joanna and Gayle have passed their 
certification exams after completing 40 hours of R&A training to become Accredited Immigrant Representatives. 
Working together with Attorney Dawn Kopp, they will create a program that is expected to be self-sustaining by 
collecting fees for services that will be based on a sliding scale. 

Casa Freehold builds Volunteer Legal Services Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Waiting their turn at 
“Mexican  Consulate 

on Wheels “                   

at Casa Freehold 

Gayle Hershcopf, President—As a board member of Casa Freehold, I intend to use my 25 

years of paralegal experience and DOJ accreditation to help immigrants process the documenta-

tion required for U.S. citizenship. Although I have volunteered in other capacities, this work is    

especially rewarding to me as individuals and families find an oasis at Casa Freehold, a place 

where immigrants are able to find community and begin to realize their American dream.  

Joanna Connelly, Vice President—Through my DOJ Recognition and         

Accreditation training, I hope to properly inform immigrants of their rights.     

Families and individuals who are placed in deportation proceedings often lose 

hope of becoming eligible for future benefits because they are either given     

misleading advice or are scammed by notary publics “acting” as lawyers.          

Casa Freehold  remains a safe haven for our immigrant community, and I             

am pleased to be of service in this important work. Casa Freehold offers a safe 

Dawn S. Resnick, Esq.— I have been an immigration attorney for 10+ years with the New York 

based law firm of Barnst, Mukamal & Kleiner where I handle cases in every aspect of immigration      

law. In January 2018, as the need for reliable immigration services grew in my community, I began 

volunteering my services to Casa Freehold to help members of the community with their applications 

for political asylum. Casa Freehold provides a tremendous service to the  community, and I am happy 

to help them achieve its mission. 



Highlights from National Domestic Workers’ Alliance Congress 
 

Highlights from National Domestic Workers’ Alliance Congress 

Casa Freehold is an affiliate of the National Domestic 

Workers’ Alliance, the leading organization working for 

fair labor practices for housecleaners, nannies, and   

elder care providers. Long-time Casa Freehold member 

Marian Mijangos traveled to Atlanta in early October   

to attend the NDWA Congress. Working together with 

similar groups throughout New Jersey, Casa Freehold 

continues the fight to establish a $15 minimum wage 

and the Bill of Rights for all domestic workers. 

Food Insecurity 

A special thanks to Liz DeBeer for organizing a GoFundMe page and to Fee O’Brien who is             

organizing an emergency food pantry to counter yet another unjust regulation proposed by            

the Trump-Pence Administration. The new regulation would deny green cards to documented          

immigrants who need a boost from Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (food stamps), 

Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (welfare), Medicaid, Medicare Part D (prescription drug 

subsidies) and Section 8 (housing vouchers). If you prefer, donations of non-perishable items and ShopRite gift     

cards are welcome at Casa Freehold. Contact Information:  (732) 492-1852    rita@casafreehold.org 

(https://www.gofundme.com/groceries-for-immigrants) 

Taking a break at the NDWA Congress in Atlanta 

 

 

 

 

“I arrive Christmas and snow I have 2 children of 12 and 10 years old both in talent school with      

the best grades I wonder if one day I can drive a car and put them somewhere this cold is very    

difficult life so if we all make mistakes no one is  perfect just ask for an opportunity we come to this 

great country looking for a dream we will be a punishment if but do not separate us from our       

families that more punishment than seeing my parents  and not being able to bury them.                 

for God’s sake car license for undocumented parents” 

Twelve states and Washington, 
D.C. have expanded access to 

drivers licenses to qualified      
drivers, regardless of immigration 

status. New Jersey is poised to 
join these states. Doing so would 
increase public safety, help the 
state’s economy and increase 
the well-being of all families – 

particularly the hundreds of 
thousands who will gain access to 

a driver's license.  

Let's Drive NJ brings together 
nearly seventy community,     

faith, labor, social service and 
advocacy organizations to      
push to expand access to      

drivers' licenses in the Garden 
State. Too often, otherwise 

qualified drivers face barriers to 
obtaining a license -- vulnerable 
populations like undocumented 

immigrants, survivors of          
violence, transgender                  

individuals and senior citizens 
are particularly impacted.  

Contact: Speaker of the NJ General Assembly Craig Coughlin—https://www.njleg.state.nj.us/members/BIO.asp?Leg=319 

http://www.letsdrivenj.org/petition
https://www.letsdrivenj.org/


 

 

 

 
 

Please bring this flyer with you when ordering. 

Please do not hand out outside the restaurant. 

JOIN IN THE FUN…..With the support of Surf Taco,      

Casa Freehold is raising funds to provide the resources needed 

to help new members of our community. 

All Day — Tuesday, April 16, 2019       Time:  11 a.m. — 9 p.m. 

and….Please Bring Your Friends  

 There’s a Surf Taco near You! 
21 Hope Chapel Road 

Jackson, NJ  
 

212 S.E. Central Avenue 
Seaside Park, NJ 

 

121 Parker Avenue 
Manasquan, NJ 

 

1915 Long Beach Boulevard 
Long Beach Island, NJ 

 

1003 Main Street 
Belmar, NJ 

 

1887 Hooper Avenue 
Silverton, NJ 

 

1300 Richmond Avenue 
Point Pleasant Beach, NJ 

44 Manchester Avenue 
Lacey, NJ 

 

94 Brighton Avenue 
Long Branch, NJ 

 

35 Broad Street 
Red Bank, NJ 

 
 

Rutgers 
97 Hamilton Street 
New Brunswick, NJ 

 
 

62 Newark Street 
Hoboken, NJ 

 

301 North Harrison Street 
Princeton, NJ 



 

Casa Freehold thanks all of its Patrons 

If you wish to become a sponsor, please call (732) 492-1852 



Casa Freehold would like 

to acknowledge the hard 

work of the Unitarian 

Universalist 

Congregation of 

Monmouth County and 

of all its volunteers in 

gathering the 

information that made 

this newsletter possible. 
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